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THEATER ARTS ADDED TO
UM MUSIC CAMP PROGRAM
A course in theater arts is offered by the Montana High School Music
Camp for the first time this year, adding still another dimension to a
program that has been steadily broadening in scope the past few years.
More than 250 high school students are taking part in the two-week
camp, which opened at the University of Montana July 21.

William Manning

of the music faculty is camp director.
The inaugural program in drama has been organized and is directed by
S. Joseph Nassif, visiting professor of drama and associate director of
the Masquer Summer Theater.

Nassif is assisted by his wife, Michelle, a

UM graduate student in drama, and his brother, Nathan, a graduate student
at Marquette University.
The pilot program in theater arts exposes students to all phases of
production, giving them opportunities to work with the Masquer Summer
Theater and offering classes in creative dramatics, scenes and improvi
sations, technical theater, and performance.
Students also spend two days observing a professional summer theater
operation at the Bigfork Summer Playhouse, run by Dr. Firman H. Brown Jr.,
chairman of the UM Drama Department.
Their two weeks of intensive training will culminate in an evening of
scenes assembled by the students, directed by the staff, and presented
before en audience on Thursday (Aug. 11) at 7 p.m. in the Recital Hall.
(more)

-i

A. I« » » "
OM I X '

A, |<»

. L -

0/1 IX

Drama Added to Music Camp Curriculum, page two

The Montana camp was a going concern in the 1930's, hut its curriculum
was limited to music for many years.

Now, not only are drama, art and

ballet offered but the music activities have expanded to include conduct
ing, drum majoring, theory, music literature, and piano and string ensembles
as well as the long established band, orchestra and chorus.
The idea of extending camp instruction to other arts was imported
from the National Music Camp at Interlochen, Mich., by Dean Charles W.
Bolen of the UM School of Fine Arts.

In eight summers on the staff, Dr.

Bolen was impressed by the variety of the Interlochen program; and when he
came to Montana to head the University's School of Fine Arts in 19^2, he
introduced the concept of a comprehensive arts curriculum to the Montana
camp.
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